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DEFfARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHENGTON DC

Office of the Assistant Secretary

MAY 151998

AFBCMR 97-02478

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CI-IIEF OF STAFF

Having received and cons1dered the recommendatlon of the A1r Force Boa:rd for Correctlon

of Military Records and under the authority of Sectlon 1552 T1tle 10 Umted States Code (70A
Stat 1 16), it is directed that -

‘ epartmentof the'; Air Forc ; latlng
;. be corrected to show that on 25 May
‘as general (under honorable condltlons)

A1r Force ReVlew Boards Agency




. court-martial. .~ He was .charged .with: ‘VlOlathH of Article 86,:

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
AIR FORCE BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORDS

IN THE MATTER OF: . DOCKET . NUMBER © 97-02478
N ' | . COUNSEL: NONE

HEAR_I__NG- pESIRED: No  MAY 151998

APPLICANT REQUESTS THAT:

His undesirable:discharge be'upgraded'to’hdnorable‘or‘generalf

APPLICANT CONTENDS THAT"

He enlisted in the serviceé at: the" age of 17 He worked hard and
enjoyed his service time untll apprex1mately 1954, He" was
transferred from shlpplng and- handllng to an. office job he wasﬂ
not quallfled for @nd he began, drlnklng - If he had 1t over to
do, he would handle it dlfferently Co ‘

In support of his request the appllcant submlts a- copy of hlS DD*
Form 214 and character reference letters (Exhlblt A)

STATEMENT OF FACTS :

Applicant's mllltary personnel records reveals ‘his Total Actlve
Federal Military Service Date (TAFMSD);as 15 February 1952 ' '

On 11 October 1954, appllcant was . notlfled of his. commander i
intent to impose dlSClpllnary punlshment pursuant .to Artlcle 15,h‘
UCMJ, for failure to repair to. his assrgned place of duty, onor. -
about 27 and. 28 September ‘1954. Appllcant acknowledged recelpt

of the proposed action. - He did not- demand trlal by court=martial
~and did not submlt any mltlgatlng evrdence On 15 ‘October 1954, o
the appllcant was reduced “to the grade of alrman thirag: class and:_f

reprlmanded Applicant did nokt appeal the punlshment

On 30 October 1954 appllcant was trled before Ja - summary
court-martial. He pled guilty to making a- falsé official
statement to. an '0SI agent, on ‘or about+20 September 1954 . He was; .
found guilty and sentenced to restriction.. for. 30 days and e
forfeiture of $50 of his pay. The sentence was' approved andﬂ*:
ordered executed by the: convenlng authorlty on’ 30 October 1954

On 24 March 1955, appllcant was- trled before ;a‘ summary%€3‘

UCMJ, Specifications 1 through 4 £or being AWOL (total of:IZ_T‘ —
‘days) " He pled not gullty to spec1f1catlon 3; ' however, he.W@Ri_;‘-



found guilty of all specifications: 1Appli¢anﬁ was sentenced to

confinement at ‘hard labor fOI‘_: 30 days ~and forf‘ej_.turelf_:of_ $600f o

his pay. The sentence_ﬁas«approved'and orderedIexecuted_by the
convening authority on 24 March 1955. .~ ' ’

On 22 April 1955, applicant was . tried before 'a summary
court-martial. ‘He was charged with being AWOL (2 days), on or
about 19 April 1955 until on or about 21 April 1955. He pled not
guilty; however, he.was_found-guilty,H,ApplicantQWas_sentenCed to

confinement at hard. labor for:30 days and forfe re of $65:: " The-

sentence was aPPIOVnggéﬂd;'dﬁderéd “éXéCﬁtéﬁ 4by'ﬁfhew«ébnvéningf“”
authority on 26 April 1955. & ' T : CoaT

On 23 March 1955, the group commanderfrecoﬁﬁeﬁded.the appliCant.
for discharge under the provisions of AFR 39=17. . Thé commander
provided the following reason for . this - discharge :action: . The

applicant indicated by . his. continued tendéncy ' of: cagsiﬁg'7f
disturbances and generally bringing disc¢redit ‘upon the uniform of -

the USAF, that he had ‘'no-desire to adhere to the standards of
conduct -necessary for SaxisfaQtdryfmilitaryjsexviCe.g_AppiiCamt
committed breaches of ‘discipline repeatedly, - despite numerous
reprimands and warnings. - He:had exhibited 'a behavior pattérn
such as to make his separation from the Air Force ‘mandatory for

both the good of the service and-himselﬁ;t:On}23QMarbh;1955;7the
applicant acknowledged' that - his commander ' had' initiated
involuntary discharge action against him for unfitness and:that;
he was entitled to an impartial hearing . by a Board of Officer G
Legal counsel was made available to him and he voluntarily signed

an application for discharge. . On 2 May 1955, 'the discharge
authority accepted appliQant’s:diSchargejapplicatibngand directed
that he be furnished an undesirable discharge ‘certificate. '

On 25 May 1955;-appligant~reééivéd.an ﬁhdesipablejdis¢hargejih,‘;
the grade of airman_baSic*(permanent),_wiphithQ‘dateny‘rank”OEﬁ:f
24 March 1955.  He had completed a. total of 3 wears 1 month' dnd'

14 days of active duty sérvice at the 'time of dischatge. 'He had
a total ‘of 57 days of lost time. ' L B
Applicant's req@est.for,é‘chaﬂgeﬂfo_his*dis¢h§ﬁgeV%ésﬁdéniedqbyf:
the Air Force Discharge Review Board ' (AFDRB) on 12, August 1955.
A copy of the AFDRB Hearing Record is appended at Exhibit C.  The.
applicant’s regiest for - reconsideration of ' his  appeal -was
considered and denied-on'T”December.1955.and?71March 1956. -

Pursuant to thé Board{s-'xéquééff'ﬁthe‘_FedEral ;Burééﬁf:oﬂ

Investigation, Clarksburg, WV,  provided: an investigative report
which 'is attached at Exhibit D. -

. AIR FQR‘C-E.EVALUATION:

The Sgparétions.BraﬂCh,jHQ,AFPC/DPPRS{-Sﬁatédﬁthat'the applicant
has not filed a timely request. - DPPRS indicated that applicantfs -

. five AWOLs totaled 14 days and ‘the two confinements totaled 43: . = -
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. days. . -DPPRS stated that the dlscharge was’ consrstent with. the . °.
procedural and substantive. requlrements of  the dlschargei'-

regulation and: was within .the discretion. of ‘the’ dlscharget;
authority. The appllcant was ' provided. full" admlnlstratlve due
process. DPPRS stated that the records: 1nd1cate the appllcant’
military service was reviewed and approprlate action was taken.
A complete copy of this evaluation is appended at Exhibit E.

APPLICANT S REVIEW OF AIR FORCE EVALUATION

Pursuant to the Board’“j request for addltlonal post service
evidence, the applicant provided a. statement 1ndlcat1ng that he
is a good civilian, he does not drink nor does he ‘do’ drugs.. - He
provided a listing of his: prev1ous employers - He is “a “class A
carpenter.” He 1nd1cated that ‘during his- mllltary career, hlS'
morale dropped very .low -and things = seemed ‘to “change. . "He’
apologizes for his actlons and requests that hlS dlscharge be
upgraded (Exhibit G). _

THE BOARD CONCLUDES THAT:

1. The applicant has exhausted: all remedles prov1ded by ex1st1ng
law cr regulations. : co .

2. The application was not timely flled; hbwever, it is in the' |
interest of justice to éxcuse the fallure to. tlmely flle

3. Sufficient relevant ..evrdence. has.-:been presented to
demonstrate the existence of " probable error  or injustice.
Although the evidence presented does not substantlate ‘that the
applicant’s dlscharge was improper or contrary to the provisions
of the governing regulatlon__under which ‘it was effected,. a

majority of the Board is. persuaded ;that ‘some rellef 15 warranted -

in this case = on the ' ‘basis of clemency © After. ‘careful
consideration of all the  facts and c1rcumstances of appllcant'

case, .a majority of the Board is. persuaded that applicant has.

overcome the - behav1oral ‘traits which led’ to the contested;f
dlscharge and has been a productlve member of : soclety since 19564

We recognize the. adverse -impact of :the dlscharge appllcant-é
received; and, whlle it may have been approprlate .at’ ‘the tlme,qa
majority of the Board - believes it would. be an: lnjustlce for

applicant to continue to - suffer :its.- effects _.Therefore, a
majority. of the Board recommends his dlscharge be upgraded to one
under honorable condltlons (general) w After reviewing . the

- overall record, we do not belleve that a further ‘upgrade is
-warranted. : e .

THE BOARD RECOMMENDS THATA'”

The pertinent. mllltary records’ of the Department of: the Air Force
relating to APPLICANT be corrected to ‘show. that on 25 May . 1955
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he was dlscharged with . servrce characterlzed as general (under
honorable condltlons)

The following members of the Board oon51dered thlS appllcatlon 1nf]d
Executive Session 'on 15 May 1998, under the" provisions of AFI
36-2603:

Mr. LeRoy T. Baseman, Panel Chair
Mr. Steven A. Shaw, Member: ' .
Mr. Parker C Horner, Member

By a majorlty vote, Messrs 'Baseman and Horner voted to grant the
applicant's reguest. Mr. Shaw. voted to deny the applicant's
request and submitted @ a . mlnorlty report ; The following
documentary evidence was. con51dered : - ‘ L

Exhibit A. DD Form 149, dated 5. Jun 97 w/atchs
Exhibit B. Appllcant‘s Master Personnel Records
Exhibit C. AFDRB:‘Hearing Record, dated 12 ‘Aug 55.
Exhibit D. FBI Identification Record, - PCN- 980127104416
Exhibit E. Letter, HQ- AFPC/DPPRS dated 25 Sep 97.
Exhibit F. Letter, SAF/MIBR dated 13 Oct 97.
Exhibit G. Letter from appllcant dated 18 Jan 98.
Exhibit H. . -

Mlnorlty Report

 LEROY 'T. BASEMAN
PanélfChair
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