JOHN C. GATLIN


John C. Gatlin is a GS-13 Senior Counsel in the Acquisition Law Services Division, Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, Oklahoma City Air Logistics Center, Tinker AFB OK. 


He was born on 19 April 1946 in Meridian MS and was raised in Oklahoma City OK where he graduated from High School in 1964.  Mr Gatlin earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from the University of Oklahoma in 1968, and a Master of Arts in Political Science in 1969. He received his Juris Doctorate degree from the University of Oklahoma College of Law in December 1975.  


From 1969 to 1973 he served on active duty in the Air Force as a warranted Contracting Officer.  First as Chief, Contract Administration at Tyndall AFB FL, and then as Procurement Staff Officer, Hamilton AFB CA.  As a captain he managed an office of 40 personnel at Hamilton AFB.  While on active duty, he was awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal and the Meritorious Service Medal.


In July 1973, Mr Gatlin separated from active duty and entered law school at the University of Oklahoma.  He was admitted to the Oklahoma Bar in April 1976.  From 1976 to 1985, Mr Gatlin was employed as Vice President and General Counsel of an Oklahoma based insurance company, and as House Counsel and Vice President of Oklahoma's oldest savings and loan association. He was the first house counsel to be employed by both of those financial institutions, and in each case, he developed the plans, policies, and programs necessary to create an internal legal department.  He hired and supervised junior counsel, and managed the work of retained counsel and outside litigation.  His work involved regulatory compliance, corporate law, consumer affairs, employment law, contracts, and commercial lending law.  From 1985 to 1989, Mr Gatlin was engaged in the private practice of law where he specialized in commercial litigation and banking law.  


Mr Gatlin entered civil service in May, 1989 as a GS-13 Attorney-Advisor in Acquisition Law at Tinker AFB.  He has been designated as an ALPDP Level II attorney, and as a senior counsel serves as the Division's chief in the absence of the head of the division.  He is counsel for many significant modification and repair programs for major weapons systems, totaling in excess of $14 billion dollars.  Mr Gatlin specializes in  Partnering initiatives, data rights, major claims, privatization, commercial acquisition, and represents the OC-ALC in public/private competition and  awarded contracts.  He has been nominated five times by the legal office at Tinker AFB for the George O Wrightson Award, and received AFMC’s nomination for this award in 1995, as AFMC Outstanding Attorney of the Year.  Mr. Gatlin has received two Certificates of Commendation and a Letter of Appreciation from the Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Acquisition)  since he began his civil service career.  Mr. Gatlin has participated as trial counsel and co-counsel in contract litigation before the Armed Services Board of Contract Appeals.  He has been appointed counsel for many highly critical team studies, including the  B-52 Re-enginning Proposal and F-117 CLS review.  In 1998, Mr. Gatlin was awarded the Exemplary Civilian Service Award in recognition of his performance as counsel for the OC-ALC Public Offeror in the SA-ALC Public Business Area Competition, which resulted in a contract award to the Center valued at $10.2 Billion.  Since 1984, Mr Gatlin has regularly instructed at the Air Force Institute of Technology, where he is an Adjunct Assistant Professor of Contract Law. He has also instructed locally, at Air University, and the AFOSI Academy. 


Mr  Gatlin retired from the  Air Force Reserves on 1 July 1996 in the rank of Lt Colonel, after 28 years of active and reserve duty.  He specialized in acquisition law in his assignments at Tinker AFB and AFMC/JA, and served as secretary of the Commands' Reserve Executive Board for 13 years. In 1985 he was the Commands' nominee for the Reginald C. Harmon Award.  During his career, Lt Col Gatlin served as an SJA or DSJA at installations throughout the Air Force.  He further served as Chief, Civil Law Division, at Altus AFB OK for 30 days during Desert Shield.  During the course of his career, Lt Col Gatlin was awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal, Achievement Medal, and five Oak Leaf Clusters to the Meritorious Service Medal.


Mr Gatlin is married to Janet C. Gatlin, they reside in Norman, Oklahoma and have two children, Erin and Christian.

