Richard L. Hanson 

Mr. Hanson is currently the Deputy Chief Trial Attorney for the Department of the Air Force and is assigned to the Headquarters, Air Force Materiel Command Law Office, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio. The Directorate of Contract Appeals, for which he has been Deputy Director since January 1986, has the world-wide responsibility for the litigation of all U.S. Air Force contract disputes heard by the Armed Services Board of Contract Appeals. That has included as many as 680 active cases headed toward trial or other resolution, with total amounts in controversy approximating $2 billion.

His educational background includes a B.S. in Economics and a J.D. in Law.

Mr. Hanson's 32+ years of government procurement background started as a contract negotiator for missile systems contracts, U.S. Army Missile Command, where he received a commendation by the MICOM Commander for his development of contract performance and cost incentive provisions (including development of the Cost Plus Award Fee concept).

His Army active duty then took him to the Republic of Vietnam. He arrived during the Tet Offensive of 1968, but subsequently his experience included that of contracting officer and Chief of the Large Purchases Branch, U.S. Army Procurement Agency Vietnam, as well as CINCPAC's Single Service Procurement Activity Representative. In the latter capacity he was responsible for, among other things, all Pacific-area procurements of construction materials for all Allied Forces in Vietnam. While in Vietnam he was twice awarded the Bronze Star Medal.

Following release from active duty he was the Senior Law Editor for Commerce Clearing House's Government Contracts Reporter and Contract Appeals Decisions.

Subsequently, for slightly over four years, Mr. Hanson was an Assistant General Counsel for the Army & Air Force Exchange Service, with responsibilities for procurement law, environmental law, and energy law. In 1974 the AAFES Commander awarded Mr. Hanson the Superior Accomplishment Award.

Since late 1975 he has been a contracts trial attorney for the Department of the Air Force. As a trial attorney his cases typically involve complex cost and technical issues, representing the U.S. Air Force as well as such clients as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. In 1987 he was the recipient of the Air Force Judge Advocate General's James O. Wrightson Award, as the Air Force's Outstanding Civilian Attorney. He has twice received the Air Force's Award for Meritorious Civilian Service, in 1982 and again in 1993. In 1996 he was the Air Force Materiel Command's nominee for the Stuart R. Reichart Award, a career award for the Air Force's Outstanding Senior Attorney. He received the AFMC Law Office's Manager of the Year award for 1997. He was the Dayton metropolitan area's 1998 Federal Employee of the Year in the Supervisor/Manager category, an award sponsored by the International Personnel Management Association (and never previously awarded to a lawyer). In September 1998 the Air Force Association presented him with their Award for Management, Executive Division, an award for which he was AFMC's nominee.

In addition to professional associations in law, he is a member of the American Association for Artificial Intelligence, the Association of Old Crows, and the International Association for Artificial Intelligence and Law. 

