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GENERAL:  The applicant appeals for upgrade of discharge to Honorable.

The applicant was offered a personal appearance before the Discharge Review Board but declined to exercise this right.

The attached brief contains the available pertinent data on the applicant and the factors leading to the discharge.

FINDINGS:  Upgrade of  discharge is denied.

The board finds that neither evidence of record nor that provided by the applicant substantiates an inequity or impropriety which would justify a change of discharge.

The  applicant's issues are listed in the attached brief.  

Issue 1 addresses the applicant’s contention that 2 incidents that led to his discharge did not involve military matters and, therefore, was somehow inequitable.  The Board, in a thorough review of records found the applicant had numerous alcohol-related incidents between November 1994 and September 1996 that led to his enrollment in substance abuse rehabilitation counseling.  His discharge was based on his failure in Track 4 on or about 18 November 1996 when he signed himself out of the hospital prior to his transfer to an inpatient ARC.  Although the applicant claims his behavior did not involve military matters, he has failed to address the real issue of recurrent alcohol-related problems in spite of appropriate counseling and support and his expressed desire to be out of the military.  The Board concluded that the applicant had ample opportunity to correct his negative behavior through his rehabilitation programs and failed to do so over an extended period of time.  This behavior was incompatible with continued military service and the Board concluded his discharge was appropriate. 

Issue 2 alleges an apparent arbitrary change of his discharge from honorable to general and his overall satisfactory military service.  The Board found no evidence that consideration of an honorable characterization of service was made in spite of his performance records that indicated satisfactory duty.  His blatant disregard of rehabilitation efforts was found intolerable and appropriate discharge was initiated.

CONCLUSIONS:  The Discharge Review Board concludes that the discharge was consistent with the procedural and substantive requirements of the discharge regulation and was within the discretion of the discharge authority and that the applicant was provided full administrative due process.

In view of the foregoing findings the board further concludes that there exists no legal or equitable basis for upgrade of discharge, thus the applicant's discharge should not be changed.

Attachment:
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1.  MATTER UNDER REVIEW:  Appl rec’d a GEN Disch fr USAF 96/12/12 UP AFI 36-3208, para 5.32 (Alcohol Rehabilitation Failure).  Appeals for Honorable Disch.



2.  BACKGROUND:

      a. DOB: 73/01/09. Enlmt Age: 20 2/12. Disch Age: 23 11/12. Educ: HS DIPL.  

AFQT: N/A  M-42,  A-72,  G-48,  E-50. PAFSC: 3P031 - Security Apprentice.  

DAS: 96/01/03.

      b.  Prior Sv: AFRes 93/03/29 - 93/07/25 (3 months 27 days)(Inactive).


3.  SERVICE UNDER REVIEW:

      a.  Enld as AB 93/07/26 for 4 yrs.  Svd: 3 Yrs 4 Mo 17 Das, all AMS.

      b.  Grade Status:  SRA - 96/07/26.
                         A1C - 94/11/26.
                         AMN - (EPR Indicates):93/07/26-95/03/25

      c.  Time Lost:  none.

d. Art 15’s:  (1) 95/01/06, Kunsan AB, Korea - You were, o/a 9 Nov 94, 

                   drunk and disorderly.  Rdn to AB (susp til 1 Jul 95), 

                   forfeiture of $415.00 pay per month for 2 months, 30 

                   days restriction, and 30 days extra duty.  (No 

                   appeal)(No mitigation).


      e.  CM:  none.

      f.  Record of SV: 93/07/26  95/03/25  Misawa AB  4  (Initial)
                        95/03/26  95/11/14  Misawa AB  5  (CRO) 

                           (Discharged from Holloman AFB)

      g.  Awards & Decs:  AFOUA, NDSM, AFTR.

      h.  Stmt of Sv:  TMS: (3) Yrs (8) Mos (14) Das

                      TAMS: (3) Yrs (4) Mos (17) Das



4.  BASIS ADVANCED FOR REVIEW:  Appln (DD Fm 293) dtd 98/10/28.
    (Change Discharge to Honorable)



    Issue 1:  My undesired discharge was based on 2 incidents were 1 involved no military matters and the second one was a false misrepensitation (sic).  
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    Issue 2:  My undesired discharge paperwork was changed from want (sic) was going to be Honorable to Under Honorable Conditions for no reason.  I have a distinguised military service record.



ATCHS

1. Letter of Notification.
2. Memo For Record from First Sergeant.
3. Hospital Report.
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