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                                                                   FD99-00019

GENERAL:  The applicant appeals for upgrade of discharge to Honorable.

The applicant appeared and testified before the Discharge Review Board (DRB) with counsel 

at Washington, D.C. on 25 March 1999.  For the record, Mr. B____ from the VFW represented the applicant.  Ms. E______ J____, the applicant’s mother was present to testify on the applicant’s behalf.  Mr. H_______ from the VFW was present to observe the Board as agreed upon by the applicant and the Board President.

The following additional exhibits were submitted at the hearing:

Exhibit 6:  Certificates of Training

The attached brief contains the available pertinent data on the applicant and the factors leading to the discharge.

FINDINGS:  The discharge is upgraded to Honorable.

The board finds that neither evidence of record nor that provided by the applicant substantiates an impropriety, which would justify an upgrade of discharge.  However, based on the record and the applicant’s testimony, the Board finds that the applicant’s character of discharge is inequitable.

The applicant's issues are listed in the attached brief.   

Issue 1:  The applicant feels he should have received an honorable discharge, as he did not consider his offenses misconduct.  He had only minor offenses of military appearance and late for duty.  The Board reviewed the record and found the member was counseled on his appearance and had two Letter’s of Reprimand for failure to go to his appointed place of duty.  The Board concluded that the conduct did not warrant the characterization received by the member and that the applicant’s otherwise satisfactory service was sufficient to warrant an upgrade of, and change of reason for discharge. 

CONCLUSIONS:  The Discharge Review Board concludes that the discharge was consistent with the procedural and substantive requirements of the discharge regulation and was within the discretion of the discharge authority and that the applicant was provided full administrative due process.

However, in view of the foregoing findings, the Board further concludes that the overall quality of applicant’s service is more accurately reflected by a Honorable discharge and the applicant’s reason for discharge is more accurately described as Secretarial Authority.  The applicant’s characterization and reason for discharge should be changed to Honorable – Secretarial Authority under the provisions of Title 10, USC 1553.

Attachment:

Examiner's Brief

FD-99-00020

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

AIR FORCE DISCHARGE REVIEW BOARD

ANDREWS AFB, MD



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXX
(Former AB)







1.  MATTER UNDER REVIEW:  Appl rec’d a GEN Disch fr USAF 87/12/31 UP AFR 39-10, para 5-47b (Misconduct - Patter of Conduct Prejudicial to Good Order and Discipline.  Appeals for Honorable Disch.



2.  BACKGROUND:

      a. DOB: 65/10/09.  Enlmt Age: 18 7/12.  Disch Age: 22 2/12. Educ:  HS DIPL.  

AFQT: N/A  M-64,  A-45,  G-52,  E-64. PAFSC: 55250 - Structural Specialist.  

DAS: 85/02/09.

      b.  Prior Sv: AFRes 84/05/30 - 84/12/06 (6 months 7 days)(Initial).


3.  SERVICE UNDER REVIEW:

      a.  Enld as AB 84/12/07 for 4 yrs.  Svd: 3 Yrs 0 Mo 25 Das, all AMS.

      b.  Grade Status:  AB  - 87/11/30 (ART 15,VACC,87/11/30)
                         A1C - 87/08/14
                         AMN - 85/06/07

      c.  Time Lost:  none.

d. Art 15’s:  (1) 87/11/30, Langley AFB, VA - You were, o/a 7 Nov 87, 

                   drunk and disorderly, which conduct was of a nature to 

                   bring discredit upon the armed forces.  Rdn to AB.  (No 

                   appeal)(No mitigation).

                     (2) 86/09/02, Langley AFB, VA - You, did, o/a 25 Aug 86, at 

                         the intersection of Spruce Avenue and Second Street 

                         operate a vehicle, to wit: a passenger car, while drunk.  

                         Rdn to AB (susp til 2 Mar 87), forfeiture of $75.00 pay 

                         per month for two months and 30 days correctional 

                         custody. (No appeal)(No mitigation).


      e.  CM:  none.

      f.  Record of SV: 84/12/07  85/08/07  Langley AFB  9  (CRO)
                        85/08/08  86/08/07  Langley AFB  8  (Annual)
                        86/08/08  87/08/07  Langley AFB  8  (Annual) 

                          (Discharged from Langley AFB)

      g.  Awards & Decs:  AFOUA, AFTR.

      h.  Stmt of Sv:  TMS: (3) Yrs (7) Mos (2) Das

                      TAMS: (3) Yrs (0) Mos (25) Das



4.  BASIS ADVANCED FOR REVIEW:  Appln (DD Fm 293) dtd 98/10/20.
    (Change Discharge to Honorable)



    Issue 1:  I would like this board to change my character of service from General(Under Honorable Condition) to Honorable.


    Issue 2:  Scince (sic) I have been out of the military I went to a vocational school in --------- (night school) in welding for two years.  While working full time I took all these courses pertaining to welding.(see attached sheet).  I attended the vocational school during 1988-1990.  After completing the vocational school I then applied for an apprenticeship at ------- in --------- for welding to further my education in welding.  I was accepted in the apprenticship (sic) for welding which is a three year program (1990-1993, see attached sheet).  This apprenticeship consisted of on the job training and a lot of schooling during this three year period.  I am very proud that I completed this apprenticeship.  This was an achievement.  I have been working at -------- since (1990-present).  Would the board please consider these points mentioned above when making this decision.  I am submitting this review of discharge so that I may be able to serve my country in the National Guard or Reserves.  Also my fiancee is pregnant and is due in April of 1999.  This will be her second child and this will be my first.  This extra money earned monthly will help out a great deal.  My life has changed substantially for the good scince (sic) my prior service time.  With the information I have presented to you in this application I would like to be given a second chance to serve again in either the National Guard or Reserves.  Thank you for your time spent in reading and evaluating this application for review.


ATCHS

1. Academic Record.

                                                                     99/01/13/ia

