COURT SECURITY
THE PROBLEM:

- Personnel on military bases are subject to violent 

  attacks, far more than considered possible in the past

  -- Maj Bob Lowry, killed by a deranged retiree with a 

     pistol in the 21st AF/JA office; the retiree was killed

     by a responding Security Policeman

  -- A discharged Airman shot and killed several people at

     the Fairchild AFB hospital; he was killed by a 

     responding Security Policeman

  -- Sgt Jeromy Willis shot and killed his wife in the 

     Myrtle Beach AFB legal office prior to the start of

     an Article 32 investigation against him; he also shot

     at his aunt and a JAG

     --- Convicted of murder by general court-martial

  -- An accused stabbed his military defense counsel in the

     back at Spangdahlem AB, Germany

- Military courts-martial involve many of the same types of

  offenses that have posed the greatest risks in civilian 

  courts, both civil and criminal

  -- Domestic violence, including child abuse (physical or 

     sexual), spousal abuse--with offenses coming to light 

     prior to or during divorce proceedings

  -- Sexual assaults of all degrees

-- Sexual harassment cases

  -- Drug distribution and other drug offenses related to 

     drug gangs or drug trafficking

- We have had cases involving: an airman trying to disrupt a court in 39A session; several airman trying to intimidate witnesses and court members by making them go through a “gauntlet” of the accused’s supporters outside the detached courtroom building (the tactic failed); a victim’s family threatening “to get” the accused and his wife after an acquittal out in the courtroom hallway, suicide by an accused during trial 

  -- Military judges took preemptive action in the first and 

     third cases. (Security police were put in the hallway to separate the families in the third case.)  The “gauntlet” in the second case was not made known to the judge until after trial in this multi-day case.  

- Little thought has been given to court security by 

  military authorities: command; SJA’s; and law enforcement

PLAN OF ACTION FOR STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATES:

- Meet with your local OSI and Security Forces

  -- Have a security analysis done of the courtroom and 

     legal office area to determine in advance how      

security can be increased, especially during pretrial

     or trial proceedings

  -- Develop a checklist and plan to notify OSI and SP in 

     advance of every court-martial you hold, with times,

     expected duration, type of offenses, and any known

     or potential security issues


--- Notify them if the proceeding is delayed/continued

     --- Consider installation of a duress alarm at the 

         judge’s bench that would be active during such

         periods of notification (most bases which have a

         U.S. Magistrate Judge using the courtroom already

         have them)

     --- Consider putting shielding in the front of the

         judge’s bench to stop handgun ammunition (while

         this only is of help to the judge, it is the judge

         who is the symbol of authority and who is the most 

         vulnerable)

     --- See if SF has a hand-operated metal detector that.

         is available for use in screening people going into

         the court-room during trial (when increased 

         security has been ordered by the judge based upon

         justified rationale)

  -- Develop a program to train your legal office personnel

     to be observant for people acting strangely, carrying

     suspicious packages, etc.

     --- Work with your mental health providers, OSI and SP

     --- Formulate plans to insure all of your people know

         when pretrial and trial proceedings are to occur 

         and what they should do if they see or hear some-

         thing that raises security concerns

     --- Develop plans if your courtroom is not co-located 

         with your legal office to insure someone trained in 

         security is always on duty in the area of that 

         courtroom

  -- Remember that during the trial, the trial judge is in

     control of the courtroom, so any procedures need to be 

     done with his or her approval

     --- Develop plans for counsel to advise the judge in 

         advance of any known or potential security 

         problems, and to advise the judge of security 

         actions contemplated or desired

  -- Consider signs that prohibit unauthorized personnel 

     (i.e., just about everyone except the judge, counsel,

     and court reporter) from carrying bags, packages, etc.

     into the courtroom during trial (during increased 

     security, inspections of purses, briefcases, etc., may

     be necessary)

     --- A few years back, an Air Force accused had a loaded

         .357 revolver in a gym bag at counsel’s table       

         during trial

  -- Have a separate waiting room for prosecution and 

     defense witnesses, with books, magazines, toys and if 

     possible, a TV, to help keep them occupied

     --- This is particularly important.  When emotions are high, keeping witnesses/victims/friends for both sides separated is essential.  Waiting rooms help keep them out of hallways

  -- Lock the jury deliberation room (or wherever the 

     members meet during recesses) during any time the

     members are not in the room.  Do the same thing for

     the judge’s chambers

  -- Limit entry to the courtroom to specified doors,    
installing inside locks to secure any remaining doors

  -- Determine to what extent the judge’s chamber and jury 
deliberation rooms can be both secured and removed from 
public access

  -- Consider security for outside the legal office area

     --- If the accused is a prisoner, how will the accused

         be transported to the courtroom, what stairways, 

         halls and bathrooms will be used, where will guards

         stay, etc.

- Posting an armed person in the courtroom who is untrained

  in courtroom security is dangerous, especially when 

  the weapon is not hidden (e.g., Security Forces).  More   people have been killed in courtrooms by guns carried by uniformed law enforcement officers or bailiffs than by any other means. 

  -- On the other hand, using an unarmed, uniformed security policeman as the bailiff can be very effective.  In such cases, have two bailiffs—-the security policeman for security and as a deterrent, and a bailiff from the squadron to handle the normal bailiff duties.  A bailiff getting water, escorting court members, etc., can not provide effective security

  -- OSI protective service training is quite good, but their resources are quite thin.  If there is a real security need, talk to your OSI detachment commander to see what can be worked out

- Most courts do not allow weapons to be worn in the court-

  room by any law enforcement officers, whether local, 

  state, or federal.  If you are going to have such a 

  witness, check with the trial judge to see what is  

  permitted.  OSI or SF should be able to secure the weapon

  of any such officer--but this needs to be planned for in advance. 

  -- Do not allow to happen what has occurred in the past:

     the city policeman or state trooper ends up leaving 

     their loaded weapon with a paralegal in military 

     justice or claims!  Unacceptable!!!!

- Weapons also come into the courtroom as items of real 

  evidence.  Work with your OSI or SF to develop procedures

  and train your counsel on the proper handling, safety, and

  securing of such weapons--check for Circuit Rules!

  -- Obtain a safe for your office to put weapons, drugs, or

     other valuable evidence into during trial recesses

     (instead of trial counsel’s unlocked desk drawer!)

  -- Obtain plastic ties to insert through revolvers and

     rifle chambers so they cannot be fired without cutting

     the tie.  Even better than plastic ties are bicycle 
locks with extra long shackles which will fit through a 


revolver cylinder, handgun barrel, gun chamber, etc.--


These are much harder to defeat than plastic ties, but 
plastic ties are better than nothing!

  -- Develop plans so that a weapon and ammunition for it

     are never in the courtroom (or jury room) at the same

     time

  -- Plan where knives and other such weapons will be kept 

     or displayed so that an accused or spectator cannot get

     easy access to the weapon

- Courtrooms which are not part of the legal office present separate and significant problems.  An NCO from the legal office needs to be present full-time at the courtroom to: insure proper support of the court; maintain a presence to monitor what is happening outside the courtroom and to call for help/police support, if necessary; and be observant to unusual or suspicious activity by witnesses, victims, friends of the accused or the victim, etc.  This also means there must be some kind of a desk and telephone outside the courtroom for this person to be stationed at

- These suggestions are a start--not the end.  Courtroom    

  security is a real issue that everyone needs to keep in   

  mind!  

- Air Force trial judges have received considerable training on court security.  However, they must be apprised of security issues in order to determine what immediate steps are necessary.  Appropriate resources from a base must be available to help the judge provide proper security.

- We all have to consider that security concerns apply not only to the courtroom and outer hallway, but also to ingress and egress of the courtroom building itself.  Further, security must be considered not just for courts-martial, but for Article 32 investigations and other proceedings as well
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