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RESUME OF CASE





On 25 May 1999, the Board considered and denied applicant's 17 September 1998 application requesting that he be allowed to elect Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) coverage for his wife.  Applicant was advised that Public Law 105-261, effective 17 October 1998, provided an opportunity for retirees to enroll in the SBP program during a one-year open enrollment period beginning 1 March 1999 through 29 February 2000.  A complete copy of the Record of Proceedings is attached at Exhibit G.





On 13 July 1999, applicant submitted, through his congressional representative, a request that his enrollment in the SBP be adjusted to 23 January 1996.  His case was reopened.  Applicant’s complete submission is attached at Exhibit H.





_________________________________________________________________





AIR FORCE EVALUATION





The Chief, Retiree Services Branch, Directorate of Pers Program Mgt, AFPC/DPPTR, reviewed this application and states that every retiree has the option to provide coverage to one of several categories of people other than spouse or child, including an “insurable interest” person, such as a mother, father, sister or brother.  The Air Force Accounting and Finance Center (AFAFC) input a code “D” in the Retiree-Annuitant Pay System (RAPS) data base if a member declined SBP coverage, or had no spouse or children, but failed to complete an election.  The applicant retired prior to the time AFAFC microfilmed all retired pay documents, and they were unable to locate a copy of his SBP election form.  Nevertheless, as early as June 1982, the entry in RAPS was “D.”  The applicant elected SBP coverage for his wife under the provisions of the current open enrollment authorized by Public Law 105-261.  His election became effective 1 April 1999, and SBP premiums ($136) plus a portion ($409) of the buy-in lump sum amount ($9,800) is being deducted monthly from his retired pay.  In the event he dies prior to 1 April 2001, his widow would receive a refund of the total amount deducted prior to his death.  The applicant submitted no new relevant evidence which substantiates his claim that he received erroneous information about SBP from personnel at       AFB in April 1995, shortly 


after his marriage.  They find no basis to revise their original opinion; therefore, they recommend the Board’s decision to deny relief, stand.





A complete copy of the Air Force evaluation is attached at Exhibit I.





_________________________________________________________________





APPLICANT’S REVIEW AIR FORCE EVALUATION





The applicant reviewed the Air Force evaluation and states that by not claiming anyone when he retired from active duty had no bearing on his eligibility for SBP coverage when he married in 1995.  The extent of misinformation he personally received about the SBP program goes well beyond 1995.  In fact, he documented incorrect information received from an SBP specialist as recently as May 1999.  He has shown through careful documentation that a number of Air Force personnel, both military and civilian, continually provide completely erroneous information about the SBP program and the eligibility criteria for it.  He documented no fewer than six errors -- five of which occurred in the past 18 months.  These recent occurrences can be substantiated by anyone who cares to do so.  He hastens to add however, it is not his intention to embarrass anyone or cast dispersions on anyone’s abilities.  He is simply seeking the redress of grievances he suffered due to the circumstances heretofore delineated.  With respect to the individuals themselves, the solution is not complicated at all.  They simply need more training in the SBP program.  Regarding his specific case, he is merely asking that all of the information that he so painstakingly gathered and documented be considered and that a fair and objective decision be rendered accordingly.





Applicant's complete response is attached at Exhibit K.





_________________________________________________________________





THE BOARD CONCLUDES THAT:





Insufficient relevant evidence has been presented to demonstrate the existence of probable error or injustice.  After reviewing the documentation submitted with this request for reconsideration, we are of the opinion that the applicant again has failed provide sufficient evidence to warrant a change in his records.  Applicant’s contentions are duly noted; however, we agree with the opinion and recommendation of the Air Force and adopt their rationale as the basis for our conclusion that the applicant has not been the victim of an error or injustice. Therefore, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, we find no compelling basis to recommend granting the relief sought in this application.





_________________________________________________________________





THE BOARD DETERMINES THAT:





The applicant be notified that the evidence presented did not demonstrate the existence of probable material error or injustice; that the applicant was denied without a personal appearance; and that the application will only be reconsidered upon the submission of newly discovered relevant evidence not considered with this application.





_________________________________________________________________





The following members of the Board considered this application in Executive Session on 15 November 1999, under the provisions of AFI 36-2603:





	Panel Chair


	Member


	Member





The following documentary evidence was considered:





	Exhibit G.	ROP, dated 26 May 99, w/atchs.


	Exhibit H.	Applicant's letter, dated 13 July 99,


				w/atchs.


	Exhibit I.	Letter, AFPC/DPPTR, dated 10 Sep 99.


	Exhibit J.	Letter, AFBCMR, 24 Sep 99.


	Exhibit K.	Applicant’s Response, dated 5 Oct 99, w/atchs.

















					Panel Chair 





