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Dear

This is in referenceto yourapplication for correctionof your naval recordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of theUnited StatesCode, section 1552.

A three-memberpanelof the Board for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 29 July 1999. Your allegationsof error and injustice
werereviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsand proceduresapplicableto the
proceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby theBoard consistedof your
application,togetherwith all materialsubmittedin supportthereof,your naval recordand
applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

After careful and conscientiousconsiderationof the entirerecord, the Board found that the
evidencesubmittedwasinsufficient to establishtheexistenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

TheBoard found that you underwenta pre-enhistmentphysical examinationon 15 November
1978, anddenieda history of psychiatriccomplaintsor treatmenttherefor. You servedon
activeduty in the MarineCorps from 22 November1978 to 28 June1980, when you were
dischargedunderhonorableconditionsby reasonof physicaldisability which existedprior to
yourenlistment(EPTE) and wasnot aggravatedby your military service. The EPTE finding
wasbasedin part on yourmedicalhistory, which includeda belateddisclosurethat you had
beenhospitalizedfor psychiatricobservationfor 16 daysshortlybeforeyou enlistedin the
Marine Corps.You wereawardeda generaldischargebecauseof your record of five
nonjudicial punishments,and a final conductmark average3.5, which is lower thanthat
requiredfor an honorabledischarge.

The Board wasnot persuadedthat your dischargewithout entitlementto disability benefits
administeredby the Departmentof the Navy waserroneousor unjust, and it could not find a
basisfor recommendingthat your dischargebeupgradedto honorable. Accordingly, your
applicationhasbeendenied. The namesand votesof the membersof thepanelwill be



furnishedupon request.

It is regrettedthat the circumstancesof yourcasearesuchthat favorableaction cannotbe
taken. You areentitled to havethe Board reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previously consideredby the Board. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularity attachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record, the
burdenis on the applicantto demonstratethe existenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


