RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

AIR FORCE BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORDS

IN THE MATTER OF:

DOCKET NUMBER:  00-02731




INDEX CODE:  107.00


APPLICANT

COUNSEL:  NONE




HEARING DESIRED:  NOT INDICATED

___________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT REQUESTS THAT:

He be awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.

___________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT CONTENDS THAT:

The applicant has offered no specific contentions.  His complete submission, to include a copy of his discharge certificate, a commendation certificate, certificate indicating completion of 30 bombing missions and other documents relative to the issue under review, is at Exhibit A.

___________________________________________________________________

STATEMENT OF FACTS:

The applicant is a former enlisted member of the Army Air Corps who served as a Radio Operator/Mechanic/Gunner during World War II.  He was honorably discharged on 6 October 1945 by reason of demobilization, having served 2 years, 8 months and 10 days of total active military service, of which 10 months and 23 days was foreign service.

The relevant facts pertaining to this application are contained in the letter prepared by the appropriate office of the Air Force.  Accordingly, there is no need to recite these facts in this Record of Proceedings.

___________________________________________________________________

AIR FORCE EVALUATION:

The Recognition Programs Branch, AFPC/DPPPR, indicated the applicant did not provide any documentation showing a written recommendation was submitted into official channels (i.e., signed by the recommending official and endorsed by the next higher official in the chain of command).  He received the Air Medal with 4 Oak Leaf Clusters in recognition of his aerial achievements.  Without a copy of a signed recommendation, DPPPR can not verify his eligibility for the Distinguished Flying Cross and therefore recommends disapproval of the applicant's request (Exhibit B). 

___________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT'S REVIEW OF AIR FORCE EVALUATION:

A copy of the Air Force Evaluation was forwarded to the applicant for review and response.  As of this date, this office has received no response (Exhibit D).

___________________________________________________________________

THE BOARD CONCLUDES THAT:

1.  The applicant has exhausted all remedies provided by existing law or regulations.

2.  The application was not timely filed; however, it is in the interest of justice to excuse the failure to timely file.

3.  Insufficient relevant evidence has been presented to demonstrate the existence of probable error or injustice.  We took notice of the applicant's complete submission in judging the merits of this case; however, we agree with the opinion and recommendation of the Air Force office of primary responsibility and adopt their rationale as the basis for our conclusion that the applicant has not been the victim of an error or injustice.  Therefore, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, we find no compelling basis to recommend granting the relief sought in this application.

_________________________________________________________________

THE BOARD DETERMINES THAT:

The applicant be notified that the evidence presented did not demonstrate the existence of probable material error or injustice; that the application was denied without a personal appearance; and that the application will only be reconsidered upon the submission of newly discovered relevant evidence not considered with this application.

_________________________________________________________________

The following members of the Board considered this application in Executive Session on 23 January 2001, under the provisions of AFI 36-2603:


Mr. Robert W. Zook, Panel Chair


Mr. Robert S. Boyd, Member


Mr. Edward C. Koenig, III, Member

The following documentary evidence was considered:

    Exhibit A.  DD Form 149, dated 13 Sep 00, w/atchs.

    Exhibit B.  Letter, AFPC/DPPPR, dated 25 Oct 00.

    Exhibit C.  Letter, SAF/MIBR, dated 3 Nov 00.

                                   ROBERT W. ZOOK

                                   Panel Chair
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