SEMINAR PROBLEM #4:Political Activities

It is election year.  As expected, many members of your unit are engaged in various forms of political fundraising.  You receive information about the following situations:  

(A)  Colonel Jameson, the Support Group Commander, has an effective retirement date in two months.  He recently announced his intent to run for the state senate and raise campaign funds while on terminal leave.  Lucy, his civilian secretary, ran off 1000 copies of a flyer that said “Vote for Colonel Tom Jameson, Air National Guard.”  She bought the colored paper at the office supply place down the road and used the office copy machine during office hours.  Lucy also drives a lilac Cadillac with a three-foot political sign on top, urging others to vote for Col Jameson.  

(B)  You just read the wing commander’s monthly article in the base newspaper.  In an article entitled “Just Do It,” the commander encourages everyone to exercise his/her right to vote.  He details America’s struggle for freedom and the principles underlying our free nation.  At the very end of his article, he specifically encourages members to start an official letter-writing campaign in support of the pending state legislation regarding tuition breaks for national guardsmen.  You also heard from a “concerned guard member” that your wing commander was seen off duty, in civilian attire, and boasting a brightly colored political button at a political dinner.  He made no speech, but expressed his personal opinion at the dinner table that the non-incumbent presidential candidate was our only true future. 

(C)  That same “concerned guard member” also informs you of a spectacle last night at the club on base.  Captain Buchanan, not in uniform and after duty hours, was a bit rowdy.  He climbed atop a chair and announced a toast in honor of the non-incumbent presidential candidate.  He then went on a long tirade about the current President of the United States.  His colorful diatribe included the following remarks:  “this lame duck should have been impeached long ago; he has no morals; he is a liar, an adulterer, and a nymphomaniac; and to make things even worse, his foreign policy sucks the big one;  I would never fight for him.”  Captain Buchanan got a few rounds of applause from subordinates and superiors, but others weren’t so impressed.  

What next?
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