SEMINAR PROBLEM #5:  Suicide Threats

Captain Murk, a twenty-eight-year-old weather officer, has been a stellar performer in the 118th Airlift Wing Weather Squadron in the Tennessee Air Guard for seven years.  This is despite the many obstacles he has overcome in the most recent two years.  Two years ago, his mother had a sudden stroke and survived only a few days.  Several months later, his father was diagnosed with lung cancer.  After a seven-month battle, he died.  Captain Murk and his wife cared for Murk’s father in their home until his death.  

This drill weekend, you perceive the strong smell of alcohol emanating from Captain Murk during morning roll call.  Concerned as his commander and friend, you discreetly ask him into your office after roll call.  Captain Murk admits that he has missed the last week of work at his civilian job due to a drinking binge.  He confides in you that his wife of five years is divorcing him.  She is taking their two children, ages three years and fifteen months, and moving back to California where most of her family lives.  He is despondent.

At the conclusion (you think) of your conversation, you reluctantly tell Captain Murk that his name has come up on the random urinalysis list for this month and that he is to report to the medical squadron for testing immediately.  He begins shaking uncontrollably and breaks down in tears.  Reluctant to proceed with the urinalysis testing due to his extreme emotional reaction, you call over a trusted friend of Captain Murk’s from a sister squadron to console him.  When the friend arrives, Captain Murk confesses that a friend gave him some Valium (a controlled substance in your state) to help him calm down and get him through drill weekend.

Your state does not have a Code of Military Justice.

What now?
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