A MESSAGE FROM TJAG -  Announcing the Department’s Professional Writing Web Site

Some months ago, we chartered a team to develop a way to foster professional writing by members of the Department. I wanted to encourage more professional writing, by making it easier for people to find topics to write on, contact experienced advisors, and have access to writing resources. That team, led by Lt Col Pat Tolan, the deputy staff judge advocate at Kirtland AFB, NM, developed an innovative web site that does those things, plus offers links to research tools, publication tips and opportunities, and writing awards and contests. 

What We Need.  First, we need people willing to write. I am certain that many of you have entertained the thought of writing an article on an issue that interested you and needed some scholarly research and analysis. One key to turning those desires into reality is being able to easily find information about the process. With this site, you can. 

Next, we are looking for people to sign up to become writing advisors. If you have writing, research, or editing experience, or you are willing to help as a subject matter expert, I encourage you to offer your services as an advisor. You can volunteer via the professional writing web site. The experience you gain from helping another member of the department will be educational as well as personally and professionally rewarding. 

Looking Ahead. I encourage each member of our Department to make professional writing a priority. Check out the idea bank and see what topics you might be interested in writing on, then use the other resources available on the site to start on the road to a published document. When you visit this web site today, you will see only the beginning of a resource that will become more and more valuable through your participation and feedback. 

Special Thanks.  On behalf of the Department, I want to recognize the efforts of the Professional Writing Project Team and Col Mike Emerson, Permanent Professor & Head, Department of Law, USAFA, whose staff will host the site. And, as is always the case when information technology is involved, the AFLSA/JAS staff provided invaluable support to the development of the site. 

In Closing.  We have a tremendous pool of talented and creative people within the Department and professional writing is one of the best ways to share your knowledge within our community and beyond. Your efforts will benefit our Department, the legal profession, and the Air Force.

 

WILLIAM A. MOORMAN 
Major General, USAF 
The Judge Advocate General 

