A MESSAGE FROM TJAG – Paralegal Instructor Duty

This week I wanted to share with the you a piece written by SSgt Louis P. "Scott" Kooken, an instructor at the AFJAG School. SSgt Kooken recently became a paralegal instructor and tells us about the rewards of that assignment. I count on our paralegal instructors to teach, mentor, and lead the next generation of paralegals. It’s important to remember that paralegal training is not just the responsibility of the AFJAG School instructors. They are the foundation of our training program, but SJAs and other attorneys, as well as senior NCOs should always look for opportunities to train and mentor our paralegals. I join SSgt Kooken in encouraging paralegals to seriously consider an assignment as an instructor. I appreciate him taking the time to put his insights down on paper for us.

WILLIAM A. MOORMAN 
Major General, USAF 
The Judge Advocate General 

Being an instructor, especially at one of the Air Force’s premier education and training facilities, is one of the best jobs anyone could ever have. It is incredibly rewarding to have such an impact on students learning about the law and the paralegal career field. I cannot think of a better way to serve the Air Force and the JAG Department than to be a paralegal instructor. 

When I was considering becoming a paralegal instructor I thought, "what better way to train and mentor new paralegals and influence the career field." My opportunity to be an instructor came last summer after I attended the Operations Law Course here at the JAG School. Shortly thereafter, I put in my package for instructor duty, got approved, and received orders, all within a few months.

Paralegals receive entry-level training in the Paralegal Apprentice Course, taught by the paralegal instructor staff. For 7-level training in the Paralegal Craftsman Course, and for other paralegal courses offered throughout the year, the attorney instructor staff, and a wide variety of adjunct faculty members and guest lecturers join the paralegal instructor staff. The paralegal apprentice and craftsman course curriculums are constantly being reevaluated, updated, and improved with every class. Through years of experience, the faculty at the JAG School has compiled an intense and comprehensive curriculum for both courses.

Of course, the JAG School has much more to offer than just the required training courses. We offer many continuing legal education courses, such as: the Military Justice Administration Workshop, Environmental Law Course, Claims and Tort Litigation Course, Law Office Manager’s Course, and the Operations Law Course. A team of paralegal instructor staff, attorney instructor staff, adjunct faculty, and various guest lecturers also teaches these courses. The paralegal instructors are also involved in the various workshops and symposiums the JAG School offers throughout the year.

Being a paralegal instructor offers much more than I ever imagined. The job is not just teaching and training. As paralegals, it is vital that we serve as leaders, mentors, and trainers to those we work with and those who work for us. As an instructor, I have the opportunity to do that with every class.

I felt it was time for me to give something back to the career field -- and I’m glad I did! I encourage paralegals to accept the challenge and share your years of experience and training with others. Give back to the JAG Family by becoming a paralegal instructor. 

SSgt Louis P. "Scott" Kooken
Paralegal Instructor
Air Force Judge Advocate General School
