#'| The Navy is performing a Preliminary Assess-
_ - ment, a limited-scope investigation designed
to identify sites that mav pose a potential
threat to human health and the cnvironment
and therefore require further study. A Prelimi-
nary Assessment is the first investigative step under a fed-
cral environmental cleanup law called CFRCLA — the
Comprehensive Environmental Response. Compensation
and Liability Act of 1980.

The Navy will collect, review, and evaluate relevant in-
formation about twa areas:

»  Dast activities associated with the historic transfer and
handling of Navy munitions in the vicinity of the his-
toric primary ship channels in San Diego Bay; and

>  Placement of dredged material at arca beaches during
the Navy’s recent STENNIS homeporting-related
channel dredging activities.

This information will help identify potential threats to
public health or welfare or the environment from muni-
tions in the primary ship channels and at beach sand
replenishment areas. The Preliminary Assessment report
will be prepared following federal (U.S. Environmenlal
Protection Agency and Department of the Navy) guidance
and requirements. A draft report will be available for
public review and comment in the summer of 1999,
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When Will
This Work
Be Conducted?

istorical record
searches in support
of this work were
inittated in late
1998, and inter-
views with military per-
sonnel about past
munitions handling prac-
tices started in January
1999, A Work Plan-a
blueprint for carrying out
the Preliminary Assess-
ment — was prepared and
is being reviewed by over-
sight regulatory agencies.
It is also avatlable for pub-
lic review. The Work Plan
outlines the plan for:

»  Rescarch and review
of written records and
photographs of
historic primary ship
channels and military
ship movement in San
Diego Bay;

»  Interviews with
former and current
military personnel
and civilians aboul
munitions-handling
practices;

> Review of public
records relating to
munitions and the San
Diego Bay primary
ship channels;

>  Review of STENNIS
homeporting records;
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List of Acronyms

FISC — Fleet Industrial Supply Center

FLTASW — Fleet Anti-Submarine Warfare Training Center

MCRD — Marine Corps Recruit Depot

NAS North tsland — Naval Air Station North Island

NOLF — Navy Cutlying Landing Field

NRRF — Naval Radio Receiving Facility

NTC — Naval Training Center {San Diego)

SSC-SD — SPAWAR [Space and (Naval) Warfare (Systems
Command)] $ystems Center, San Diego

USCG — United States Coast Guard

Review of pathways »  Cellection of informa-

of contact and “poten-
tial receptors” (those
who might come into
contact with muni-
tions in the bay); and

tion on communities
surrounding San
Dicgo Bay, including
interviews with local
residents, elected offi-
cials, public interest
groups, and others.



Community Relations

n important
part of con-
ducting this
Preliminary
Assessment
will be holding inter-
views with local resi-
dents, elected officials,
and representatives of
various intcrested groups
and organizations.
The interviews began in
early 1999.

A Community Relations
Plan will be developed that
will help the Navy under-
stand and better address
the interests and concerns
of the public about this
study. This Plan will pre-
sent a program for two-
way communication
between the Navy and the
interested public. A draft
Community Relations Plan
ts expected in the late
spring of 1999.

In addition to the Commu-
nity Relations Plan, a series
of public meetings and pre-
scntations to local Restora-
tion Advisory Boards
(community advisory
groups for each of the three
naval facilities in the San
Diego Bay area: Naval
Training Center, Naval Air
Station North
Island/Naval Amphibious
Base Coronado, and Naval
Station) were held in Janu-
ary 1999, The meetings
served to inform the public
about the purpose and
findings of the Preliminary
Asscssment study.

Fact sheets (brief informa-
tive newsletters — this one
you're reading is the first

of three) will be developed
and distributed to the pub-
lic during the course of the
project. And, at all times
during the course of the
study, Navy and regula-
tory personnel will be
available to answer ques-
tions and address concerns
the public may have about
this study.
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THE NAVY NEEDS YOUR HELP!!

Southwest Division, Naval Facilities Engincering
Command is conducting a Preliminary Assessment (PA)
regarding munitions in San Diego Bay primary ship
channels. SWDIV decided to perform the PA as a result of
the discovery of munitions in a recent dredging project.
This study will describe the nature, potential location, and
extent of munitions in San Diego Bay primary ship
channels and on certain beaches that received dredged
material as part of a beach replenishment program.

The Navy is presently interviewing current and former
Armed Services personnel regarding past munitions
handling practices. If you are a current or former member
of the Armed Services, served in the San Diego area at anv
time, and have information regarding the potential
presence, location, and/or type of munitions in the San
Dicgo bay, please take a moment to fill out the attached
interview questionnaire. As discussed in a letter from
Admiral V.Z Froman, Commander, Navy Region,
Southwest (copy attached), "Interviewees should not be
reluctant to speak about past munitions handling and
disposal practices because we will not be pursuing any
adverse action against individuals for unauthorized
disposal of munitions based on information supplied
during the interviews".

Information can also be provided by calling 1-800-234-5439

http://'www.sdvets.org/pa.htm 9/8/99



