SUMMARY OF SEMINAR TOPICS


ETHICS

Seminar discussion will explore ethical issues facing the environmental law attorney.
CITY-BASE PROJECT

City Base Concept is the Congressionally authorized reengineering of base operations and maintenance.  Innovative concepts like privatization, commercialization, outsourcing, and reinvention have all been brought together to effect savings in base operations costs and enhance mission efficiency.  Lessons learned here will be exported to other Air Force bases.  The seminar will look at the history of the program, successes and failures, and the future.  The seminar will also discuss the myriad environmental issues raised, any resolutions and current status.

REMEDIATION AND TECHNOLOGY

The seminar will present a short overview of the Air Force Center for Environmental Excellence's  mission and responsibilities followed by an overview of the EPA range rule, DOD munitions rule and challenges surrounding unexploded ordnance (UXO) detection, removal, and disposal.  The seminar will also include an overview of the Remedial Process Optimization (RPO), a systematic approach for evaluating and improving the effectiveness and efficiency of site remediation.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

The seminar will offer an introduction to the ESA, and will emphasize requirements imposed upon the USAF, as a federal agency, to consult with the USFWS or NMFS if the USAF has “reason to believe that an endangered species or a threatened species may be present in the area affected by [the] project and that implementation of such action will likely affect such species."

NATURAL RESOURCES DAMAGES

The seminar will highlight issues associated with computation of natural resources damages using the case study method.


REAL ESTATE LAW

Seminar discussion will cover the authority and basis for the Air Force use of Real Estate.  Different ways of holding real estate will be discussed along with the various ways of transferring real estate.  Concepts like jurisdiction, annexation, and land use will be mentioned.  The relationship to environmental laws and regulations, such as NEPA, EBS, and CERCLA Section120h will be briefly covered.
ALTERNATE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) is a term used to define a number of tools to employ when bilateral negotiations fail.  Arbitration and Mediation are the processes which most commonly come to mind when one thinks of ADR, but there are a variety of others which may be more appropriate.  This seminar will provide information on the ADR spectrum, providing students exposure to the different types of ADR processes and the situations most appropriate for each.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT

Seminar discussion will focus upon current trends concerning the Coastal Zone Management Act and its impact upon DOD/Government operations.
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE IN THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT
This seminar is geared for the attorney who deals with  compliance issues involving the marine environment.  It will focus on practical application and will include, among other topics, discussion of the latest developments in the Marine Mammal Protection Act, Coral Reef Protection, Marine Protected Areas, Magnuson-Stevens Essential Fish Habitats, Uniform National Discharge Standards and other ship pollution issues, as well as new regulatory initiatives being pushed by NOAA, NMFS and other federal agencies.
