A MESSAGE FROM TJAG – Strategic Air Command Reflections
An important footnote was added to the Air Force history book last week with the final implosion of a Minuteman III (MM III) missile silo under the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty I (START I). On 24 August 2001, a ceremony was held at missile silo H-22 near Petersburg, North Dakota, which was attended by representatives from the U.S. Strategic Command, Air Force Space Command, and the state of North Dakota. 

Minuteman I became operational in 1962, and three years later, Minuteman II was deployed. On 19 June 1970, the Strategic Air Command (SAC), at Minot AFB, North Dakota, accepted the first operational Minuteman IIIs, the most advanced version of the solid-propellant missile series.

They fulfilled their deterrent roles, and on 1 June 1992, SAC stood down after 46 years of vigilance. In the end, SAC accomplished its mission through a watchful deterrence that contributed significantly to the end of the Cold War. Shortly thereafter, the START I treaty became effective, and in 1998 the last MM III was removed from Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota. 

SAC’s experience exemplifies how, as we say in our Vision, "…the ability to field a disciplined force is essential to operational success." Recounting his days in SAC, Brigadier General Roger A. Jones (Retired), noted: "It was a no-nonsense command and discipline was tight. If rules were violated, appropriate punishment was assured—no excuses, no exceptions." 

In his article appearing in the 50th Anniversary edition of The Reporter, General Jones stated, "I think our [JA’s] role was best summarized during a Public Affairs campaign in 1988 to emphasize each agency’s support of the command: ‘The key to an effective deterrent is a well-disciplined alert force. As General [Curt] LeMay built this Command, he envisioned a fighting force of warriors so strong, so resolute, so disciplined and responsive, that no aggressor would dare attack us…. The American people and perhaps, more importantly, our adversaries have respected SAC’s capabilities for the past 40 years….’" 

Much has changed in the years since SAC stood down and Air Combat Command and U.S. Strategic Command stood up. Nevertheless, we operate from the same fundamental principles. It is still essential for today’s military justice practitioners to work closely with commanders and first sergeants to select appropriate disciplinary measures that will foster good order and discipline. It has always been true that justice fairly administered bolsters core values, deters wrongdoing, and maintains the trust of the American public. It also has always been true that well-trained and highly motivated legal professionals must ethically and expertly fulfill their many military justice roles for the system to work at its best.

Although SAC is gone, we all continue to benefit from the contributions it made to our national security. Thousands of JAG Department personnel helped create and sustain SAC’s legacy, as they did in the Tactical Air Command, Military Airlift Command, Air Force Logistics Command, and other commands that continue to perform their missions under new shields. Organizations come and go, but their essence remains. High standards, a disciplined military, and an exceptionally dedicated civilian and military workforce will always form our indestructible core.

