Operation Enduring LAMP
This week at a news conference held at the Reserve Officers Association offices in Washington D.C., Robert E. Hirshon, President of the American Bar Association, announced Operation Enduring LAMP. The LAMP is the ABA Standing Committee on Legal Assistance for Military Personnel. Enduring LAMP is an initiative that will organize and educate civilian attorneys who wish to provide pro bono legal assistance to service members being recalled to active duty. 

Mr. Hirshon linked arms with the military services when he stated: "Today I am asking all of America’s lawyers to help those who are called to duty for our country. Join the lawyers across the country who have already indicated they are willing to be part of the effort. Together with the superb services provided by JAGs, this pro bono effort will ensure that the men and women who serve our country will have all the help necessary to prepare for active duty and the support they will need when they return to civilian life."

This "call to service" by the ABA to its members is important. We learned from Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM that national emergencies which lead to major mobilizations result in a dramatically increased demand for legal assistance. This inevitably occurs at the precise moment when military legal professionals, including the ARC, are heavily tasked in many other areas, including their own deployments. Thus, military members can benefit greatly from civilian bar support in providing quality legal assistance at these times. The response from the civilian bar has been encouraging. Thirty-five state and local bar associations have already responded to the ABA’s call. 

The ABA has bolstered its initiative by: creating an Enduring LAMP Web site with links to various training materials; developing a free three-hour audio and video training module covering survivor benefit information and the rights of ARC members under SSCRA and USERRA (available online in December at the site linked below); holding a special teleconference on legal assistance to military members on 19 December (free to all ABA members); devoting an article to these issues in the December 2001 edition of the ABA Journal; and announcing an upcoming "Spotlight on Legal Rights" booklet for ARC personnel. 

One word of caution for all of us. This ABA program is a welcome supplement to the informed legal advice which judge advocates and civilian attorneys, including our ARC legal professionals, routinely provide to military personnel and their dependents. However, it does not relieve us of one of our most important and highly-valued duties--providing robust legal assistance to our people. Please continue to enthusiastically furnish those services until the point where the assistance of the civilian bar becomes essential to mission accomplishment. 

I appreciate the ABA’s initiative. In the end, the synergy created between military and civilian legal professionals will help us provide robust legal services to deploying members. And, it will offer the civilian bar a great opportunity to better understand our mission, people, and culture.

