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  FINAL DECISION
ULMER, Deputy Chairman:


The applicant, a boatswain's mate second class (BM2; pay grade E-5), asked the Board to correct his record so that he would be eligible for the Zone A SRB that he was promised when he extended his enlistment for 37 months on March 25, 1998 to accept PCS (permanent change of station) orders.  The extension was scheduled to become operative on March 19, 1999.  After the applicant reported to his new duty station and inquired about the payment of the SRB, he was advised that in order to collect the SRB he had to reenlist for a period of three years, which he did on March 20, 1999.    

The Chief Counsel stated that the applicant was incorrectly advised that he had to reenlist to obtain the Zone A. SRB.  (Only 36 months of new service is required to be eligible for an SRB.) Further, the Chief Counsel stated that the three-year reenlistment the applicant signed on March 20, 1999, did not qualify him for an SRB because the term of the reenlistment was not longer than the period covered by the extension. Article 1.G.19.2.b., of the Personnel Manual states that an extension may be canceled prior to its operative date for the purpose of immediate reenlistment "provided that the cancellation and substitution is for an equal or longer period of obligated service." The Chief Counsel recommended that the Board grant relief to the applicant.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS


The Board agrees with the comments and recommendation of the Chief Counsel of the Coast Guard and finds that the Coast Guard incorrectly advised the applicant about his eligibility for an SRB.   Accordingly, the applicant's request for relief should be granted.

ORDER


The application of XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX, USCG, for correction of his military record is granted.  His record shall be corrected to show that he extended his enlistment for 37 months on March 28, 1998 in order to have sufficient obligated service to accept PCS orders. His record shall be further corrected to show that he was eligible for a Zone A SRB pursuant to ALDIST 226/97. The reenlistment contract he signed on March 20, 1999 is null and void.  The Coast Guard shall pay the applicant the amount that he is due as a result of this correction.  
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